
Your Public Library is an Amazing Value! 
 

The typical Stratham resident pays $40.60 for library service. 
 
In exchange, the typical resident: 
 
borrowed 16 circulating items…………………………………………..$620.00 
 i.e. DVD Movie Monster’s Ball     $19.99 
 i.e. Cassette Audiobook Da Vinci Code    $80.00 
 i.e. VHS Movie Shrek      $14.99 
 i.e. Yann Martel’s Life of Pi      $25.00 
 i.e. Dan Brown’s Angels & Demons     $24.95 
 i.e. CD-ROM Mathblaster for 1st Grade     $29.99 
 i.e. CD Audiobook Beach House     $90.00 
 i.e. VHS Pilates Beginning Mat Workout             $14.95 
 i.e. Laura Hillenbrand’s Seabiscuit    $25.95 
 i.e. CD Audiobook Teeth of the Tiger            $126.00 
 i.e. Dr. Atkins’ New Diet Revolution    $21.95 
 i.e. Rachel Ashwell’s Shabby Chic Home   $35.00 
  i.e. Bob Woodward’s Bush at War              $28.00 
 i.e. Bill Bryson’s Short History of Nearly Everything  $27.50 
 i.e. Scott Berg’s Kate Remembered    $25.95 
 i.e. Bob Schieffer’s This Just In     $26.95    
  
used 2 items in the library……………………………………………….$141.00 
 i.e. Exeter Newsletter               $115.00/year 
 i.e. Consumer Reports Magazine     $ 26.00/year 
  
received an answer to a reference question 
 i.e. Washington Information Directory    $120.00 
 
used a library computer 
 i.e. 1 workstation       $900.00 
 
borrowed 2 museum passes……………………………………………$56.00 
 i.e. Children’s Museum of Portsmouth    $350.00/year-save $20/trip 
 i.e. Boston Museum of Science     $600.00/year-save $36/trip 
 
If that resident had purchased only these materials,  

the cost would have been:   $1837.00 
 
For every dollar in taxes, the typical resident received   $45.25  in value! 
 

Only at the Public Library can $1.00 = $45.00+ 
  
»  If the resident attended a program, like story time, they received even more value:  Typical  
     children’s activities/programs cost $15/session.  If a family attended a year’s worth of story    
     times, they would “owe” $690.00 for one child.  They get books, art & more for the low price  
     of library service.   



Is Your Money Working For You? 
 
 
 
This year’s increase in the library’s operating budget will cost the average Stratham 
resident $6.82 
 
     For $6.82 you could buy: 

s 1.5 movie rental at Blockbuster® Video 

s 1/5 of a new hardcover book 

s 1/3 of a tank of gasoline 

s 1/2 of a large pizza with pepperoni and mushrooms 

s 2/3 of a movie ticket 
 

OR… 
   unlimited use of improved and expanded services at your public library including: 

s books 

s movies 

s music 

s Internet access 

s free & discounted passes to museums 

s local newspapers 

s free activities for kids, teens & adults a world of information 

s and friendly, knowledgeable librarians at your service! 
   
 
 

Support your public library… 
It’s a great value! 
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