Stratham, Our Town

An Initiative to Save our Open Land

Stratham Conservation Commission

Issue #2, January 9, 2002

What have other NH towns done to conserve open space?

Bow was one of the first
towns in NH to explicitly buy
land for protection. The towns-
people have put a high value
on open space and wildlife
habitat, so they have bought
conservation easements on
more than 1800 acres. They also
created a non-profit organiza-
tion, Bow Open Spaces, to
oversee the easements.

At town meetings last
year, towns all across
the state funded pro-
grams for open space
protection totalling over
10.5 million dollars.

With a broad margin,

Chester voted in a $3
million bond, payable
over 10 years. Their
Strategic Land Protection
Commission is now prioritizing
properties in terms of aesthetic
value, farming potential, size of
parcel, and view from roads.

Hollis overwhelmingly author-
ized a $2 million bond for con-
servation land, to be adminis-
tered by a selectmen’s commis-
sion. The bond complements
the Conservation Fund, which
is funded separately and
managed by the Hollis

Conservation Commission.
Hollis calls a separate town
meeting to approve each land
purchase. Each request has
passed overwhelmingly (in
spite of occasional lack of clari-
ty, since some properties
become available in the 11th
hour.) The town takes the first
right of refusal for later sales.

The land protection subcommittee
submits a recommendation to
the Conservation Commission
and a public hearing is held. If
the citizens approve, the
Commission then recommends
the parcel to the Selectmen,
who decide whether or not to
purchase the land.

Stratham is next!
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It buys the development rights,
but leaves the farming rights
with the owners.

North Hampton passed a
$4 million bond with 74%
approval, for the purchase of
conservation easements on

"...as much buildable land as
possible". They are targetting
850 acres, 25% of the remaining
unprotected uplands. Before
money is allocated for a project,
a careful review takes place.
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“We can do this in our
town too. It’s our first
real chance to be pro-active.
= When you consider that
every child’s schooling
costs the town at least
$7,000, preserving our

#+4 land is just like putting

g money in the bank.”

- Lucy Cushman
Chairman,
Cooperative School Board

“Speaking from a planning point
of view, I’'m all in favor of this new
initiative.”
- Joe Derwiecki
former Chairman,
Stratham Planning Board

“I totally support this initiative. It
gives landowners an option to realize
a financial benefit while preserving
their land in its natural state.”

- Pete Wiggin

Chairman,

Heritage Commission

and 13th generation Stratham resident

The Our Town newsletters will all be available at thewww.WigginML.org/towngovt/conserve.htm
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“For too many years, many communities blindly accepted the loss
of prime farmland, forests, ranch lands and wildlife habitats as the only way
that they could be economically vibrant. But over the past decade, hundreds of cities
and counties have stepped forward to shape their future with a great deal more
foresight and insight, and to protect the best of their open lands.”

Will Rogers, President, Trust for Public Land
(LTA website, www.landtrustalliance.org)

What have other NH towns done

to conserve open space?

"6S0L-8// 10 Aypg UOPI0L) 40 “6G9T-§// 10 ]2 1 [Jpo asvajd ‘uoypuLiofur asou 4o
(“1a33215Mmatt 3xau At Ut SUIOIYIAOf S|I3A(]) [PUNY 1213]SMALL AN0 0F AIPUO(]

(ST06-8// 1 uvolS uuy (D) jiea1unjop :djoy o3 op uvo noli pym si 24df]

spue] uado 9saY} 9AES 0} SIP[[OP Xe) pauIed piey 1oy}
asn 0} JueM SIDJOA JPU} SMOYS SOINSLIU JO[[(] [NJSSIIONS
Jo Jaquinu agre] aY[,, IONDOL] Ued[ JUSPISOI] IOURI[Y
snaf pue] pres ,‘Aeme SutoS 1 das Aoy} pue ‘soAl]
AepA1aas 1oy Jo yred Teyia e st soeds uado — uosear pooS
Aroa auo 10§ uornpajord puey 10 aj0a ajdoa,,

1 103 Ked 03 Suiim axe Aoy pue ‘seirunuiwod Iroy}
jo sadeospue| anbrun oy joejoid o3 198es are Anunoo
Ay} SSOIDE SIOJOA ‘SIedk JUIdAX Ul SV, "L JO JUapIsai]
‘51080 [[IM PlES ,JUdlxe dheweip € 0} UOHBAIISUOD
puef orqnd j1oddns o3 enunuod suedtOWY/,,

‘u0)BUIYSEAL pUE SEXI] “CIUBAJASUUDJ ‘OIY() “eurjoie))
YHON “JIOA MON ‘A9sI1d[ MON] “LINOSSIJA] ‘SPISNYDLSSEIA]
131090) “ePHIO[] “INONPIUUO)) ‘Opeloo)) “euozZiy ul passed
dI9M epUdIRJey ‘Surpuny aoeds uado paseaidur Jo JoAe] ur
$9J0A JSED STENPIATPUT UOI[IW ¢'T A[Fedu “pio} TV

‘pue orqn 10 3snif, sy} 0} Surproooe ‘eoeds uado
pue sspred 1oy Surpuny ur uoru goe¢ pajerouss Jeyy saan
-seows JoY[eq [ed0] pue dje)s pasoadde seyeys $1 ur s1oj0a
‘9507 Jo oyer agessed aBeroae ue ym ‘1007 JO 9 AON UQ
‘Surpuny yjrom jususaaut ue st aoeds uado yeyy Surpwep
9Ie JPIM-UOLEU SIIIUNWIWOD JIOUL PUE dIOJA

ooooo[lAAlMAA BT A MAA B A RAT AR B IIAD AR LR



